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(Founded 1914) 

 
 
 

PERCIVAL J HAY MEMORIAL LECTURES 
 

(These lectures began about 1930, initially as the "January Lectures". They were 

subsequently named after Percival Hay, co-founder and longterm Honorary Secretary of the 

Society, as a mark of esteem and respect by his colleagues after his untimely death in 1943) 
  

Year  Lecturer  Venue 

1930 Prof van der Hoeve 

(Leiden) 

 

1931 H M Traquair Manchester 

Sheffield 

Leeds 

1932 Dr A Magitot 

(Paris) 

 

1933 W S Elder Sheffield 

Leeds 

Liverpool 

1934 Harold Gjessing 

(Drammen, Norway) 

Manchester 

Sheffield 

York 

1935 Charles Goulden Leeds 

Manchester 

1936 Prof Henning Rovine 

(Copenhagen) 

Liverpool 

Leeds 

Sheffield 

1937 Prof A J Ballantyne Sheffield 

Manchester 

1938 Prof Moritz von Rohr 

(Jena) 

Sheffield 

January Lectures lapsed during the war and later became known as the 

Percival J Hay Lectures 

1943 PERCIVAL J HAY DIED 

1947 Mr Affleck Greaves  

1949 Prof Hartman  
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Year Lecturer Venue Title 

1950 Dr Ramon Castroviejo Manchester 

Leeds 

 

1951 Mr Keith Lyle Manchester  

1951 Mr A Dickson Wright Leeds  

1952 Prof Hagedoorn  Detachment of the Retina and Allied 

Conditions 

1952 Prof Hagedoorn  The Ophthalmologist's Approach to 

Medicine 

1953 Mr Eugene Wolffe  New Thoughts on Past Researches 

1953 Mr Eugene Wolffe  More Thoughts on Past Researches 

1954 Dr Dekking Leeds Clinical Studies in Diabetic 

Retinopathy 

1954 Dr Dekking Manchester The Aetiology of Chronic Uveitis 

1955 Prof Sorsby Manchester Residual Problems in the Treatment 

of Ocular Infections 

1955 Prof Sorsby Leeds Some Current Work on Hereditary 

Diseases of the Eye 

1956 No record   

1957 Prof Bietti Manchester The Present State of the Use of 

Plastics in Eye Surgery 

1957 Prof Bietti Leeds Medical Treatment of Suppression 

Phenomena in Squint 

1958 Dr Cuppers Leeds 

Sheffield 

 

1959 R Warwick   

1960 Mr James Hardman  The Effects of Vascular Deficiency 

on the Visual Pathway 

1961 Prof J François Leeds Late Relapse of Congenital Ocular 

Toxoplasmosis 

1962 Dr Dorothy Campbell Leeds Physiological Aspects of Retinitis 

Pigmentosa 

1963 Prof Horst Muller 

(Frankfurt) 

Harrogate The Lens and its Complications 
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Year Lecturer Venue Title 

1964 No Lecture   

1965 Prof Worst 

(Groningen) 

Newcastle Surgery of Congenital Glaucoma 

1966 Mr A C Leigh 

(London) 

Bradford Some Practical Aspects of Corneal 

Grafting 

1967 Dr Rene Dufour 

(Lausanne) 

Liverpool Eale's Disease 

1968 Prof G M Wilson 

(Glasgow) 

Sheffield Ophthalmic Complications of 

Thyrotoxicosis 

1969 Prof R Witmer 

(Zurich) 

Bradford Differential Diagnosis of 

Retinoschisis - Biomicroscopic and 

Biochemical Aspects 

1970 Mr John D Mustarde 

(Glasgow) 

Newcastle Trauma in the Orbital Region 

1971 Prof D Cogan 

(Massachusetts) 

Sheffield Inborn Errors of metabolism 

1972 Mr Redmond Smith  Modern Microsurgical Methods of 

Surgery 

1973 Dr Douglas Gordon 

(London) 

Sheffield Ultrasonic Techniques 

1974 Mr Kenneth Wybar 

(London) 

Liverpool Ocular Malignancy in Childhood 

1975 Dr M Norn 

(Copenhagen) 

Bradford Vital Staining of the Cornea and 

Conjunctiva 

1976 Mr Dermott Pierse 

(London) 

Liverpool The Influence of the Operating 

Microscope on Corneal Surgery 

1977 Prof H Neubauer Bradford Glaucoma Surgery 

1978 Mr John Scott 

(Cambridge) 

Leeds Management of Diabetic 

Retinopathy 

1979 Dr van Lith 

(Rotterdam) 

Newcastle Electrophysiology 

1980 Mr R K Blach 

(London) 

Manchester The Changing Pattern of Eye 

Disease as it Affects Clinical 

Practice 
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Year Lecturer Venue  Title 

1981 Dr Guntram Kommerill 

(Freiburg) 

Sheffield Congenital Nystagmus 

1982 Mr Michael Roper-Hall 

(Birmingham) 

Liverpool Microsurgical Development in 

Ocular Trauma 

1983 Prof Klaus Heimann 

(Cologne) 

Leeds Treatment of Posterior Segment 

Injuries 

1984 Prof Sir John Walton 

(Oxford) 

Newcastle The Role of the GMC 

1985 Prof A van Balen 

(Amsterdam) 

Sheffield The Pathogenesis of Concomitant 

Squint 

1986 Mr Michael Sanders 

(London) 

Newcastle The Differential Diagnosis of the 

Swollen Disc 

1987 Dr A Galand 

(Liege) 

Scarborough Present and Future of Implantation 

in the Capsular Bag 

(At this point the Hay Lecture changed from following a calendar year to an academic year) 

1987-88 Prof M Ferguson-

Smith 

(Cambridge) 

Sheffield Implications of the New Genetics 

for Clinical Practice 

1988-89 Prof Wallace Foulds, 

CBE 

(Glasgow) 

Leeds A Comparison of Conservative 

Treatment versus Enucleation in the 

Management of Intra-Ocular 

Melanoma 

1989-90 Mr Roger Coakes 

(London) 

Newcastle Argon Laser Trabeculoplasty 

1990-91 Mr John Scott 

(Cambridge) 

Wigan Complications Following the Use of 

Liquid Silicone in Vitreo-Retinal 

Surgery 

1991-92 Dr Spencer Thornton 

(Nashville) 

Scarborough Management of Myopic 

Astigmatism 

1992-93 Dr Lawrence Yannuzzi 

(New York) 

Sunderland Digital Indocyanine Green 

Angiography and Occult Choroidal 

Neovascularisation 

1993-94 Prof William Lee 

(Glasgow) 

Liverpool The Pathology of Intraocular 

Tumours 
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Year Lecturer Venue Title 

1994-95 Prof Desmond Archer 

(Belfast) 

Halifax Ionising Radiation and the Retina: a 

Double-Edged Sword 

1995-96 Dr Howard Gimbel 

(Calgary) 

Manchester Polar Expeditions: Phaco Sweep and 

Divide and Conquer Nucleofractis 

Techniques 

1996-97 Prof. dr. A.F. Deutman 

(Nijmegen) 

York New Treatment Modalities in 

Macular Disease 

 

1997-98 Mr Richard Wormald 

(London) 

 

Bradford The Epidemiology of Glaucoma 

1998-99 Prof. David Sackett 

(Oxford) 

Sheffield Evidence Based Ophthalmology 

 

 

1999-00 Dr Eugene Helveston 

(USA) 

Liverpool Management of Cranial Nerve 

Palsies 

 

2000-01 Lecture cancelled 

2001-02 Prof John Burn 

(Newcastle) 

 

Newcastle The Future of Genetics 

2002-03 Prof Fred Fitzke 

(London) 

Liverpool Advances in Macular Imaging 

Techniques 

2003-04 Prof Ian Rennie 

(Sheffield) 

 

Middlesbrough Ocular Oncology 

2004-05 Zdenek Gregor 

(London) 

Manchester Diabetic macular oedema: laser, 

surgery or steroids 

2005-06 Prof David Taylor 

(London) 

Leeds The Optic Nerve and prenatal growth 

    

 


